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May 19--Director M. L. Wilson St henaed dinner meeting in New. York City arranged by 
Dorothy Thompson to. raise funds to finarice ‘Volunteer Land Corps experiment in plac- 
ing 626 city boys and girls to work on farms: in’ Vermont and New Hampshire during 
summer of 1942, oa 


~ Extension Farm Labor Prosram* 


Oct. 14--Dorothy sineeate cht Locate dk Volunteer Land: Corps. plan to Secretary ‘Wickara 
and 2zroup of. high ranking Department officials. “Secretary appointed a committee to 
make recommendations:-—-M. L. Wilson, Extension Service, chairman; James §S. Heizer, 
FSA; P. A. PROUp SOA i 23% end 9 W. popes te ston, ACAA, Po 

Oc t. . BBD Bester: Wilson shavecyet a letter to State Directors of Hiztensi.ony, com— 
ment ing favorably on Dorothy. Thompson's suggestion that the Agricultural..Extension 
be the agency to mobilize youth for farms. Carried in newspapers of Oct. ifs 1942. 


Oct. 28-30--Dorothy ‘Thompson presented V.L.C. “plan ‘to meeting of Extension Directors 
held in advance of: Land’ Grant Colleze Association convention, ‘Drake Hotel, Chicago. 
The report of committee on Extension Organization and Policy at that convention in- 
cluded the following as No. 1 in the list of actions taken, "A... Urban Youth and 
Women as Farm Labor. .' It was voted that the use of urban labor on. farms. in. 1943 
should-be encouraged by the Extension Service’ in all appropriate WAYS. 


2 Recommendations 
"In view of the. deed: a). That there ig a severe farm lebor pe (2) That 
there is available a large potential supply of farm labor in the youth and women 
of urban areas; (3) That the experiment carried out during the past year in the use 
of urban youth and women for farm labor and experiences elsewhere demonstrate: the 
value of this labor in helping alleviate the farm labor shortage and at. the. same 
time sive to youth an experience valuable in the development Fy their lives; 
(4) That the Extension Service has been suggested as the agency which can most 
effectively assist. in the placement and supervise the use of this labor be farm 
people; (5) That Pubes will be needed for this purpose. . 


"We sunebobs vekowhcah to thc Executive Committes that favorable. Sonnidasa sich de 
given this matter and that the Committee on Extension Organization and Policy be 
authorized to take such action in cooperation with other interested parties.as., may 
be. necessary to insure the success of the program, gare : ae: 


Nov. 5--Lyle F. Watts named paristaht to the Yet mt Effectuate. the Farm. 
Labor Program of the Department. ii 

Nov. jasege Buel: s Committee Dealing ° with Plans for City’ Youth to York on, Farms 
and the Application of the Experience of the Volunteer Land Corps on a Nationwide 
Basis, headed by Director M. L. Wilson, recommended to Secretary Wickard and 
Lyle Watts, assistant to the Secretary, farm labor problems, "that, as far as 
possible, the plans developed by the Volunteer Land Corps be adapted to a nation- 
wide city youth organization for contributing to the war effort through work;on 
farms." 


Tentative, prepared for distribution annual conference Federal Extension Service, 
January 3, 1946, Meredith C., Wilson, Deputy Director, Extension Farm Labor 
Program kek 
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.. The committee: envisioned ‘the’ plan as “involving 3 functions... (1) Recruitment ‘within 
| the city. (2) Placemént.’ (3) Sipérvision, | 2. she Sa a ae Ae a aes tee 
At the national level the plan was to be headed by a "small coordinating and operate 
ing committee, composed of representatives from Extension Service, the Office of: 

. Education, and the Employment. Service: staff of 15 persons..to handle project from 
.a national standpoint; thei! 89 a Shee ery ar ma MLNS OL Ey | 
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‘In the State, the project was-to be operated by' an’ administrative committee compose? 
of the Director of the Extension Service, Director of the Employment Service,,and a 
nepresentative. of the Department of Education, An advisory-committee would meet. 
twice a year. Mee RN, aA Me MEME G Selp gee cal Pa ee | 


The committee estimated that more than 100 youth recruits would be placed.in each 
of 1000 counties. A county Volunteer Land Corps youth adviser would give personal 
supervision and-direction’ tothe ‘adtivity. tj oe oo te Meant? ei 


“etl GO os 


“Section II of the appendix to the committee's report made’ reference: to a: Women's... 
Land Army, but the committee had’ "no specific recommendations to make. in connection 


with the Women's Land Army at this time. © 


Nov. --The speaker's first definite connection with the pfoposed nationwide 
Volunteer Land Corps was a request received from Director Wilson by phone late oné 
evening to prepare a budzet estimate for presentation the following noon to: 

Lyle Watts, who.was handling farm labor problems in the Secretary's .office, | 


Later, at the request of the Secretary's office, the budget was amended to include 
funds for a Women's Land Army program. | . ; eh Ete 


Nov. & Dec. --One step led to another and the sneaker soon was involved in-a-series 
of conferences of Department: of Azriculture, Office of Education and Yar Manpower _ 
Commission representatives to develop a single cooperative Volunteer Land Corps 
program, This was not easy of accomplishment, since both the Office of Education 
and the Employment Service of the War Manpower Commission had each made consider- 
able headway in outlining its own plan to make youth available for agricultural 
work,.and neither agency was at all enthusiastic about the Department of Agricul. 
ture's moving in to the center of-the SUACG ee rent! eer 


Dec.  --l/ith the establishment of the new Food Production Administration headed 
by Herbert W. Parisius, the farm labor functions performed by Lyle F. Watts 

were transferred to Major J. 0, Walker, Assistant Administrator, Farm Security . _ 
Administration: Sirah tae Peni yats/ e pela i ie eae Avia dc ok oe ae 
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Dec. 28, Di rsnour M. th Wilson named the een ‘committes "Eo Study and ‘make 


* 
' 


recommendations regarding the possibility ef utilizing increasing numbers of non= 


farm,women for appropriate kinds of farm work" Mary A, Rokahr, chairman,’ Grace 
E. Frysinger, Florence L. Hall. This committee was directed to "cooperate closely 
with Meredith C, Wilson, who is developing plans for carrying - out those phases. 

of the Department's 1943 farm labor program, which have been assigned to the 
Extension tage by the new Food Production Administration", ; 


1943 


January 6-7. The speaker reported to the committee | ‘on Extension Orgenization and 


Policy the progress made to date in developing plans for a nationwide "Victory 
Farm Volunteers" program, involving the three SE ay Extension Service,: Office 
of Education, and U. S. Employment Service. A+ that time the plan had been. con-. 
curred in by the Extension Service and the Office of Education, but was held up. 

in the WMC. - The’ War Manpower Commission representative never did get the plan. . 
cleared with that “ted oe yard 

The minutes oF ‘thee meeting of the Committee on Organization and’ Policy contain the 
following record of action taken: "The following resolution Was moved, by Director 
Dees seconded by Director Burch, and voted: “ : 


"Whereas: the ee of nibh labor on farms is. becoming, acute. to the . 
extent of threatening production of adequate food;* and whereas’ urban. +i ' 
youth appears to’ be the biggest unused supply, of labor: and whereas farm 
work in ps Migros areas’ 1s yee aay sags kt: on production this. year, 


"Be ay Tee Nae that we ask Director M. L. Wilson to insist upon the 
proper officials that they hasten action upon a feasible plan for . 
federal assistance in selecting, training, and placing available 
urban abegat in needed work on farms in‘1943,"" 


January 8-9.. enoatsy M. L. Wilson called'a meeting at Hotel Barbizon=-Plaze, New 


- York City, of representatives of national farm and women's organizations and 


others to discuss desirability of some kind of nationwide women's land army, and 
to outline some basic principles to guide the developmerit of such a program, The 
results of that meeting were presented to Secretary Wickard through Maje, Js :0. 
Walker, Assistant Administrator, Farm Security Administration, in a memorandum 
dated January 12, 1943. — An tans dn Service committee composed of Mary A. 
Rokahr, creinay, Grace E. Frysinger, Florence L. Hall, and Meredith C. Wilson 
began outlining deteiled plans for the organization and operation of a program 
to use large numbers of non-farm women to perform wartime work in ferm food, 
production.' 

January 19-21. It was on the last day of the 1943 prayed EREPOEL ON: conference 
that: word was received from Maj. John O. Walker that "some thing big" in the: way~ 


: of farm labor responsibilities was about to land in’ the lap of the oo eree 


Service. The idea of transfering to the Cooperative Extens‘ion Service the agri- 
cultural labor functions of the U. S. Employment Service came as a complete, sur- 
prise to Director M. L. Wilson, «With: meager informe ti on’ pera ae: the~ pending: 
transfer and with absolutely no guiding instruction, the staff, of . the, Division of 
Field: Studies and “Training, with Mr. Conway's assistance, prepared, budget . estimates 
over the weekend for transmittal to the Budget and Finance Office of the Depart-,. 
ment the following Monday noon. priate Pa 
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January 22, Maj. J. 0. Walker named Chief, Ar need Labor safer sce by Me | ; 
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saciieys a5, Chad reli Paul Ae nellutt, "OF che ‘Wer ‘Manpower Gorm satay issued - 
famous Directives, ‘XVII; trénsféring. to the. Department - of Agriculture. 
“responsibilities in connection with the mobilization of farm labor -°- - ies ‘in 
order. ‘thet agriculture 1 production, ‘schedules might be met." There was much’ _ 
speculatidn at the time as to why this’ trensfer. of functions was made, «From: 
later developments, ‘it’ became ‘apparent that the Bureau of the Budget was Teter 
responsible for getting the Cooperative Extension Service so ee into me ly 
ree as & war eno ane Be s* eS 
Jenietans 28- 29. - Conference uy representatives of Extension sonvige in 11 North 
Central. Stétes: held at Chicago” "to pool their thinking on farm labor problems, . 
ta:appraise recent: developments, to discuss. the operation ef non-farm youth 
program now well crystallized and to formulate. a tentetive program encompassing ~ 
all: Extension Service’ activities'in the farm labor field." An important. feature 
of that conference was the demonstration of J.I.T. put on by L. J. Fletcher and 
As W. OER A OF ASA. E. 


~Jenuary 29-30, Extension War havisory Committee met with Director M. L. Wilson 
to consider the farm labor assignment. The memorandum of January 30, addressed 
to Secretary Wickard and signed by l2 State directors of Extension: ary A. Ander- 
son, Colorado; H. P. Rusk, Illinois; L. R. Simons, New York; J. E. Cerrigan, 
Vermont: J. PR. Hutcheson, Virginia; Peul E, Miller, Minnesota; Laurence A. Bevan, 
New Jersey; T. B. Symons, Maryland; D. W. Watkins, South Carolina; Geo, L. 
Schuster, Delaware; H.°H. Williamson: Texees-and H.C, Ramsower, Ohio, said in 
part: 


"You have asked us to underteke this work, We are deeply sensible of the 
trust implied in this assignment. The Extensim Service has never 
refused © request for netionel service, It accepts this. It does so 
fully conscious, not only of the confidence impbied in the assignment, 
but almost appalled ¢ at the stern implications implied. The situetion 

is desperate. ‘Labor is, of course, the indispensible key to crop and 
livestock production, 


ive have accepted the job. We arereturning to our States» Operations 
on this project will start on the morrow, We are relying on, you to 
furnish the tools. We will do the work, It is.a privilege to work with 
‘you in- this field of service’ to our country and‘our farmers, but you: 
must hold up our hands. We are confident that once those in authority 
know how truly desperate the situation rea lly is, that we will not be 
denied the means with which to accomplish the necessary service," 


February 1. Letter from Director M. L. Wilson to all State Directors informing 
them of the action of the Extension War Advisory Committee and calling two ene 
farm Por conferences. 


Foprdany 4-5. Conference, Washington, 20) Oren s selected State teed ra workers 
and representatives of paderat Extension Service. Six workshop groups made 
Specific recommendations relative to the Emergency Farm Labor Program: administra- 
tive management; mobilization; training; Victory Farm Volunteers; Women's Land 
Army; eer enes 


February 12-13, Regional conference of Extension Directors and farm labor super- 
visors at Baltimore, 
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February 14-15, Similar regional conference at St. Louis. 


March 1. Secretary Wickard announced formation of an Agricultural Labor Administre: 
tion in the Department of Agriculture and the appointment of Wayne H. Darrow as 
Director. Fred Morrell,.Mrs, Julian N, Friant, and Wm. L. Teutsch were named 
assistents to Darrow, 


Merch - April. Much difference of opinion in Congress as to the wording ef 
Ferm Labor Approprie tion Act, 


March 25, President Roosevelt creates a War Food Administretion in the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and appoints Chester C. Davis, War Food Administrator, 


April « Lt. Col. Jay L. Taylor named Deputy Food Administrator, In charge 
of Farm Labor. 


April 21 - May 1. Series of regional conference on Extension Farm Labor held at 
New York, Chicago, Memphis, and Salt Lake City. 


April 29. Public Law 45, 78th Congress, approved, appropriating $26,100,000 for 
1943 Farm Labor Supply Program. 


June cl. Office of Labor was established by Wer Foed Administrator Davis and 
Col. Philip G. Bruton named Director of Labor. 
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